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Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Horace H. Raymond (1897-1954) married Grace Lillian Lattin in 1924. Soon 
thereafter (about 1825) she built a Bungalow style house at 198 Hudson 
Street in Berlin. Horace Raymond worked as an engineer for The Stanley 
Works and additions made to the rear of the house contained his own 
shop. In the early 1930s he took on a personal project: developing a 
pneumatic operator for an automatic door triggered by an optic device. He 
patented his invention in 1934. The first commercial installation of his - 
“magic eye doors” was at Wilcox Pier Restaurant, at Savin Rock in West Haven. Another set of his 
automatic doors can still be found at the main entrance of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 
the late 1930s he established his own company, Raymond Engineering, which was based in Middletown. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 066 


1925 Grace Raymond current owner: Eugene Riel Bungalow 


Grace L. Raymond House 


19. (continued): 


Historically, the Raymond House is significant for its role in the 
founding of Raymond Engineering, a large metalworking firm organized 
by Horace H. Raymond about 1940. The plain rear additions were 
built to house Raymond's original shop. The firm's manufacturing 
facilities are now located in Middletown. Grace L. Raymond built 
this house about 1925. 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1920 Current owners: Donald, Lynn & Mary Riley 


Walking Tour of Berlin, Berlin Historical Society 
1925 architecturally significant as a well-preserved example of the Bungalow 


style. 
Historically the house is significant for its connection to Raymond Engineering, a large 
metal-working firm organized by Horace Raymond around 1940. The plain rear additions 
were built to house Raymond’s original shop. 


Genealogy: 


Horace Hovey Raymond (1897-1954) the son of Royal Raymond & True Hovey. He was 
an inventor, corporator of Berlin Savings Bank, and chair of the Board of Education. He 
married Grace Lattlin (1898-1963), the daughter of Horatio Lattin and Alice Wilde. They 
had children including Jean, Richard and two others. Horace died in 1954 and Grace in 
1963 and they are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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In an area of mostly 18th and 19th century houses, just off 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Grace L. Raymond House has a three-bay facade with a central entry. 
A two-bay porch is formed by a left nested gable. The large square 
stucco porch posts have applied block designs. Front windows have 


Gables feature plain face rafters with notched ends supported on 
extended purlins, and exposed rafters. On the right elevation 
there is a small cantilevered bay window. Both gables have stuccoed 
faces. To the right and offset slightly to the rear is a shed-roofed 
garage addition; to the rear of this is a plain two-and-one-half 
story gabled addition with an external brick chimney. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


Architecturally, the Grace L. Raymond House is significant as a 
well-preserved example of the Bungalow style. The Bungalow style 

was an outgrowth of the early-20th=-century Craftsman movement. These 
houses, which emphasized the creation of a picturesque appearance by 
the use of varied textures and materials, were one of the most common 
type of small house built in America between about 1905 and 1930. 
Many bungalow houses feature a ridge-parallel-to-street orientation 
and a main roofline extended to form a front porch; the nested-gable 
arrangement seen here is a less common variant. Typical Bungalow 
features present in the Raymond House include the use of stucco, the 
applied block decorations on the porch posts, the small-pane sash, 
and the exposed rafters, notched face rafters, and extended purlins. 
The plain rear additions do not detract in a major way from the 
architectural significance of the house. 
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Berlin Land Records 69:10 (1925) 
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Grace L. Raymond House 


19. (continued): 


Historically, the Raymond House is significant for its role in the 
founding of Raymond Engineering, a large metalworking firm organized 
by Horace H. Raymond about 1940. The plain rear additions were 
built to house Raymond's original shop. The firm's manufacturing 
facilities are now located in Middletown. Grace L. Raymond built 


this house about 1925. 


transom-like small-pane upper sashes and larger single-pane lower sashes. 


